
Extent of Ecological Vegetation Classes  
(EVCs) recorded in the Metropolitan  
Melbourne Investigation area 

The following table lists all the EVCs recorded in the investigation area and quantifies their current and pre-
1750 extent in the investigation area, as well as their current extent in protected areas and on other public 
land.  Information on the pre-European and current extent of EVCs within the investigation area uses the 
most recent 2004-2005 Department of Sustainability and Environment data. 

Preceding the table is a detailed key for the column headings and symbols used in the table.

Definitions and Key

Columns 1 and 2:  Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC) number and name

Names and identification numbers of EVCs recorded in the investigation area, including complexes and 
mosaics

Column 3:  Pre-1750 Extent

Total area in hectares thought to have been occupied by each EVC prior to European settlement

Column 4:  Current extent (public and private land)

Total area in hectares currently occupied by each EVC – that is, that part of the pre-1750 distribution where 
indigenous vegetation is currently present

Column 5:  Per cent remaining

Percentage of current extent (column 4) of each EVC compared to pre-1750 extent (column 3)

Column 6:  Current protected areas 

Total area in hectares of each EVC in public land-use categories that comprise the protected areas system

Column 7:  Other public land 

Total area in hectares of each EVC in all public land categories outside the protected areas system

Column 8:  Protected areas as % of pre-1750 extent

Percentage of each EVC in protected areas (column 6) compared to pre-1750 extent (column 3)

Column 9:  Protected areas as % of current extent

Percentage of each EVC in protected areas (column 6) compared to current extent (column 4)

Column 10:  Bioregional Conservation Status 

Bioregional conservation status of each EVC in the six bioregions within the investigation area: CVU = Central 
Victorian Uplands, GP = Gippsland Plain, HNF = Highlands-Northern Fall, HSF = Highlands - Southern Fall, 
OP = Otway Plain and VVP = Victorian Volcanic Plain

The per cent remaining (column 5) is a key factor in assigning EVCs to bioregional conservation status 
categories: E = endangered, V = vulnerable, R = rare, D= depleted, LC= least concern, na= not applicable. 
Other criteria include degradation, current threats, rarity and naturally restricted occurrence. 

Hectarage values in columns 3, 4, 6 and 7 have been rounded to the nearest whole number.  Values which 
are less than one hectare may be shown as a zero value.  
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Definitions of Bioregional Conservation Status (BCS) for EVCs

Note the different categories and definitions used for BCS compared with the conservation status categories  
and definitions used for flora and fauna in Victoria.

STATUS CODE

Presumed extinct X Probably no longer present in the Bioregion (the accuracy of this assumption is limited by the 
use of remotely sensed 1:100 00 scale woody vegetation cover mapping to determine deple-
tion – grassland, open woodland and wetland types are particularly affected).

Endangered E Contracted to less than 10% of former range; OR
Less than 10% pre-European extent remains; OR
Combination of depletion, degradation, current threats and rarity is comparable overall to the 
above:
•	 10 to 30% pre-European extent remains and severely degraded over a majority of this area; 

or
•	 naturally restricted EVC reduced to 30% or less of former range and moderately degraded 

over a majority of this area; or
•	 rare EVC cleared and/or moderately degraded over a majority of former area.

Vulnerable V 10 to 30% pre-European extent remains; OR
Combination of depletion, degradation, current threats and rarity is comparable overall to the 
above:
•	 greater than 30% and up to 50% pre-European extent remains and moderately degraded 

over a majority of this area; or
•	 greater than 50% pre-European extent remains and severely degraded over a majority of this 

area; or
•	 naturally restricted EVC where greater than 30% pre-European extent remains and moder-

ately degraded over a majority of this area; or
•	 rare EVC cleared and/or moderately degraded over a majority of former area.

Depleted D Greater than 30%  and up to 50% pre-European extent remains; OR
Combination of depletion, degradation and current threats is comparable overall to the above 
and:
•	 greater than 50% pre-European extent remains and moderately degraded over a majority of 

this area; or

Rare R Rare EVC (as defined by geographic occurrence) but neither depleted, degraded nor currently 
threatened to an extent that would qualify as Endangered, Vulnerable or Depleted.

Least concern LC Greater than 50% pre-European extent remains and subject to little to no degradation over a 
majority of this area.
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